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	Maggie Zingman, her "Caravan to Catch a Killer" and Brittany Phillips



As a trauma psychologist, nothing in 26 years of work prepared me for losing my beautiful daughter, Brittany Phillips, to murder. We buried her on her 19th birthday 10/4/04. Brittany was at Eckerd College (Fla.) 2003/2004 on a full-ride chemistry scholarship. A year younger than most, she came home to Tulsa, near family and friends...to be murdered. In Tulsa, she and a close friend shared Junior College classes. We talked on Mondays and Thursdays due to late mid week classes. No surprise she didn't answer her phone Wednesday. Thursday, her friend, checking why she missed class, discovered Brittany, raped and strangled. The Friday 1 am knock on my door, will always resound in my heart followed with words "Your daughter has been murdered, call Tulsa Police". I soon discovered she had been dead 3 days. More than 2,000 DNA suspect rule-outs in SE Oklahoma have been done since that night, yet her murderer has not been found. 


As DNA rule outs increased, I knew her story needed to be across the US. To help, on 10/14/07 I began CARAVAN TO CATCH A KILLER tours. 38000 miles have been driven on 6 CARAVANs. During 3-6 week tours, I visit cities in a wrapped pink/purple  SUV, covered with pictures of Brittany, facts about her murder and CARAVAN TO CATCH A KILLER on all sides. I not only discuss her murder in hopes of tips, but try to raise awareness about DNA at Felony arrest and stricter sexual offender laws.


Since the 1st CARAVAN,  70 reporters in 59 cities (38 states) have told her story as the girl next door. They, like I,. know weak laws put all daughters, family members at risk. Local homicide departments, government officials, and community leaders also welcomed discussion.  BRITTANY'S BRIDGE is in early stages as a training program for 1st and long-term responders to homicides, abducted and missing. I know it is a strong relationship, like mine with Tulsa's law enforcement,media, volunteers, people I meet in cities and on roads and companies such as LAMAR Advertising (billboard) and Midwest Wraps/Fellers Vinyl (car wrap), that gives me strength to keep on.


I can't bring Brittany back. Yet amid the never ending echo of loss, I remain on a mission to bring Brittany's killer to justice, to save other families from going through such pain. Brittany, little girl with long blond curls, sits beside me.

